UKRIO welcomes House of Commons Science and Technology Committee’s report on clinical trial

transparency

The UK Research Integrity Office welcomes the report on clinical trial transparency, and the

recommendations within it, published today by the House of Commons Science and Technology

Committee as part of its inquiry into research integrity.

A key standard in our Code of Practice for Research is that ‘researchers have a duty to publish the

findings of all clinical research involving human participants.” We agree with the Committee that
‘selective non-publication of the results of research distorts the published evidence base and is a

threat to research integrity.’

Our Code goes on to say that ‘organisations and researchers should accept their duty to publish and
disseminate research in a manner that reports the research and all the findings of the research
accurately and without selection that could be misleading’ and that clinical trials should appear on
public registers. Codes and policies alone cannot bring about change, so UKRIO has also promoted
and supported these messages through our practical advisory service, our education and training,

and the other services we provide to the research community.

We recognise the need to do more in this area and strongly support the report’s conclusions. UKRIO
is looking forward to working with the organisations named in the report, and with the wider

research community, to help implement its recommendations.

30 October 2018

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. The UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO) is an independent charity, offering support to the public,
researchers and organisations to further good practice in academic, scientific and medical research. We
promote integrity and high ethical standards in research across all disciplines of research, from the arts
and humanities to the life sciences, as well as robust and fair methods to address poor practice and
misconduct. We do this through our publications on research practice, our support and services to
organisations, our education and training activities, and by providing expert guidance in response to

requests for assistance.

2. 0On 30 October 2018, the House of Commons Science and Technology Committee published its report on
report on clinical trial transparency as part of its inquiry into research integrity. The research integrity
inquiry explores the scope and impact of problems arising from mistakes, questionable behaviours and
misconduct in research, and what might be done to address these issues. The clinical trial transparency
report, along with further information on the inquiry into research integrity, is available on the

Committee’s website.
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http://www.ukrio.org/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news-parliament-2017/clinical-trials-transparency-report-publication-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/research-integrity-17-19/
http://ukrio.org/publications/
http://ukrio.org/publications/code-of-practice-for-research/3-0-standards-for-organisations-and-researchers/3-7-research-involving-human-participants-human-material-or-personal-data/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news-parliament-2017/clinical-trials-transparency-report-publication-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news-parliament-2017/clinical-trials-transparency-report-publication-17-19/

3. As part of the inquiry into research integrity, Sir Bernard Silverman, Chair of UKRIO’s Trustees, and James
Parry, Chief Executive of UKRIO, gave evidence to the House of Commons Science and Technology

Committee in January 2018. A transcript of the session is available here.

4. For further information, contact the UK Research Integrity Office, Sussex Innovation Croydon, No. 1
Croydon, 12-16 Addiscombe Road, Croydon CRO OXT. Tel.: +44 (0)20 3828 1325 Email: info@ukrio.org
Web: www.ukrio.org
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