
This Ethics Checklist was created by the Research Governance team at the Wellcome Sanger Institute for internal use. However, it is published here as an example of a checklist that could be created by institutions in-line with the Ethical Framework for Obtaining Materials from Sentient Animals. The Checklist is made freely available for any organisation to adopt and amend as they see fit, in accordance with their own policies and procedures. 
The Checklist enables colleagues to understand what is required for an ethical assessment to be carried out and could be presented as a survey or form. It is being utilised at the Wellcome Sanger Institute as an ‘intake form’ to inform the Research Governance team about planned studies. Confirmations, assurances, evidence, documentation, etc., are sent separately by email to the Research Governance team to inform the assessment. 
Note: Where the ‘recipient organisation’s REC’ is mentioned, this could be a Research Ethics Committee, Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, etc., as determined by the organisation receiving the samples.

Animal Material Ethics Check

A short guide to help you prepare before contacting the Research Governance team.
This Ethics Checklist is an early-stage tool to help Research Managers understand what may be needed before contacting the Research Governance team. It summarises key points from the Ethical Framework so you can gather the right information in advance, but it does not replace the formal ethical assessment that Research Governance will complete.


Please note, this checklist only covers ethical considerations. Your samples may still require Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) checks and/or Wildlife checks. The Research Governance team can advise on these once you submit your enquiry.
You can find more guidance on our [intranet] page – [link]

1. Programme

2. Study Principal Investigator

3. Your name


Initial Screening

Sentient animals are those that are considered capable of experiencing feelings. This requires some degree of awareness and cognitive ability. The Ethical Framework follows the UK’s legal definitions, which are grounded in scientific evidence.



4. Is the material from a sentient animal?

According to the:
UK Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022 Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) 1986

A sentient animal includes:

All vertebrates (except humans):

· Mammals (e.g., mice, pigs, primates)
· Birds (e.g., chickens, pigeons)
· Reptiles (e.g., lizards, snakes)
· Amphibians (e.g., frogs, salamanders)
· Fish (e.g., zebrafish, trout)

All cephalopod molluscs, including:

· Octopus
· Squid
· Cuttlefish

All decapod crustaceans, including:

· Crabs
· Lobsters
· Shrimps

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes
[image: ] No	Skip to section 17 (Thank you!)
[image: ] Not sure	Skip to question 16


Material Description
5. Material Type

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Primary materials (e.g., tissue, blood, organs)
[image: ] Secondary materials (e.g., DNA, RNA, cell lines)	Skip to section 17 (Thank you!)
[image: ] Archived primary materials [image: ] Not sure	Skip to question 16



Material Source

6. What is the source of the material?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Collaborative or commissioned/outsourced laboratory work using animals
Skip to question 7
[image: ] Husbanded animals, e.g., abattoir, farm, fishery	Skip to question 8 [image: ] Food retail outlet, e.g., supermarket, market stall		Skip to question 9 [image: ] 'Wet'/live market	Skip to question 10
[image: ] Veterinary practice/clinic/lab	Skip to question 11
[image: ] Zoo/aquarium/sanctuary/wildlife park	Skip to question 12
[image: ] Wild animals/fieldwork/found dead	Skip to question 13
[image: ] Archived primary materials (stored samples for re-use)	Skip to question 14
Other:


Collaborative or Commissioned/Outsourced Laboratory Work using Animals

This section applies when you are receiving laboratory animal material from another organisation — either from a collaborator or from work you’ve outsourced to a lab, company or university (in the UK or overseas).

For samples sourced from animal work regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) in the UK, ask for the Establishment Licence number and, if relevant, the Project Licence number.

For sources of animal material from species kept or bred for research and/or education purposes
overseas:
✔ Confirm the provider has a licence to carry out animal research (as required by their national legislation)
✔ Confirm that the work is legal
✔ For any live-sampling, check whether the work has been ethically reviewed and given a favourable opinion. (Note: An overseas committee could be an Animal Welfare Body (AWB), Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), Research Ethics Committee (REC) or equivalent.)
✔ For post mortem or surplus materials, seek evidence that:

· Animals were humanely killed
· The facilities meet good animal welfare standards for housing and husbandry

✔ Confirm that animals were not killed solely or primarily for your study (as this will require additional robust justification and further assessment)
✔ If work is to be commissioned/outsourced overseas (including for the supply of materials from
animals bred for their tissues), confirm the standards of housing and husbandry are equivalent to the UK's (and provide Research Governance with any evidence of good practice) and ask for the species appropriate NC3Rs' checklist https://nc3rs.org.uk/3rs-resources/checklists-use-animals-overseas to be completed

When materials are from species not listed as protected under ASPA in the UK, or where national licences/authorisations do not cover the sentient species being kept or bred for research and/or education purposes overseas, seek evidence to assess:
✔ Where and how the animals were captured (if applicable)
✔ How the animals were housed and cared for
✔ That the methods used for live-sampling or killing were humane
7. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15



Husbanded Animals, e.g., Abattoir, Farm, Fishery

This section applies if the animal material is coming from animals kept for agricultural purposes, such as from farms and abattoirs (slaughterhouses), or from animals in aquaculture,
including fisheries. This may include live-sampling (taking materials from living animals) or using tissue collected after slaughter.

Any exceptions to any of the below requirements must be robustly justified and may be ethically reviewed by [recipient organisation’s] Research Ethics Committee (REC).

✔ It must be confirmed that animals have:

· Been stun-killed (made unconscious before slaughter) if they are to be processed as meat, dairy or poultry (or evidenced by other assurances, e.g., RSPCA Assured), as any exceptions will need to be ethically reviewed by [recipient organisation’s] REC
· Not been killed just for your research (as this will need additional robust justification and consideration by [recipient organisation’s] REC)
· Been sourced from the UK supply chain (as any exceptions must be additionally justified)

✔ For meat, dairy, poultry and aquatic species (including farmed fish), get written confirmation that:
· The supplier is UK RSPCA Assured or has adopted similar welfare standards
· Any killing was undertaken to appropriate assurance standards, such as UK RSPCA Assured or Humane Slaughter Association standards
✔ Where methods of killing are not described in standards, legislation or publications, the method must be assessed as humane for the species

✔ For animals not killed for the food industry, evidence of appropriate husbandry and care for the animals must be sought from publicly-available information or requested from the organisation housing the animals

✔ For meat, dairy and poultry species, and to limit transport of live animals, evidence that animals have not endured additional, onward transport to a different place of slaughter simply to obtain samples for use at [recipient organisation]

✔ For wool and other animal fibres and skins, obtain assurance that recognised industry ethical standards have been adhered to

✔ For sampling from living animals, get written assurance from a named person where the animals are kept, or other evidence, which verifies that the sampling is lawful (including having consent from the owner of the animal) and that the person carrying out the sampling is competent to do so with regards to that species

✔ In addition, if sampling from living animals is to be carried out by [recipient organisation’s] staff, all relevant documentation (including permits, licences, permissions, etc.) must be evidenced

✔ If samples are taken from living animals, seek evidence to assess that:

· The method of sampling (and restraint, where applicable) is humane for the species, OR the method has been confirmed as humane by a qualified and registered vet
✔ Eggs from domesticated/husbanded fowl and poultry, must be free range and organic 

Check the procedure is not regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) 1986 (as these sources are covered in Collaborative or Commissioned/Outsourced Laboratory Work using Animals). The Research Governance team can advise if you are unsure.

8. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15


Food Retail Outlet, e.g., supermarket, market stall

This section applies when you are using animal products purchased from a retail outlet, such as a supermarket, butcher, fishmonger or local market. This includes meat, fish or eggs intended for human consumption.

Any exceptions to any of the below requirements must be robustly justified and may be ethically reviewed by [recipient organisation’s] Research Ethics Committee (REC).

✔ Materials from meat, dairy, poultry or aquatic species, including fish, must come from animals that were kept and killed by a supplier registered as UK RSPCA Assured, or in compliance with a similar animal welfare standard (such as those listed by the Humane Slaughter Association)

✔ Eggs from domesticated/husbanded fowl and poultry, must be free-range and organic

✔ If bought overseas, explain why materials from the UK supply chain were not used and provide information about animal welfare standards

9. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15


'Wet'/Live Markets

This section applies if you’re planning to use material from animals bought at a 'wet' market, live market or similar setting, where animals are sold alive or freshly killed (often for food). This includes places where fish, poultry, crustaceans or other animals are kept alive until sold.
⚠ Important: 'Wet'/live markets carry a high level of ethical risk and can be associated with poor animal welfare conditions, unclear sourcing or potentially unacceptable practices. You must provide robust justification and a full ethical review must be carried out by [recipient organisation’s] Research Ethics Committee (REC) ahead of sourcing from this type of setting.

✔ Only permissible if the project benefits the relevant species and/or animal populations and/or
human or environmental health (e.g., disease tracking, research into emerging panzootic infections)

✔ Animals are not to be killed solely or primarily for research purposes (unless robustly justified and approved by [recipient organisation’s] REC)

✔ Provide the following information for [recipient organisation’s] REC review:

· Location and date of purchase
· Name of purchaser (and affiliated organisation, if not [recipient organisation] staff)
· Describe how the animal was being kept
· Describe the animal’s condition when found (and any evidence, such as photos)
· Explain the animal's fate, such as, purchased live and then killed, or purchased dead
· State how the animal was killed, when and by whom (e.g., killed by store holder)

✔ You must get approval from [recipient organisation’s] REC before using anything from this source


10. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15




Veterinary Practice/Clinic/Lab

This section applies if the animal material comes from a veterinary practice, clinic, diagnostic service or animal hospital, for example, blood, tissues or swabs collected during treatment or diagnostic procedures.

✔ The sample must come from a procedure done primarily for animal medical treatment or diagnosis. (If sampling is only for research purposes, this may mean the procedure should be carried out under ASPA in the UK, and it may be similarly regulated overseas).

✔ Obtain assurance from a registered/fully qualified vet, or appropriate representative from the practice/clinic/service, that the method of sampling has been carried out in accordance with appropriate/routine veterinary practice

✔ For owned animals, obtain evidence/assurance that the animal's owner provided consent for use of the sample(s) in research or that there is a legal exemption to this requirement

✔ For material from third party veterinary diagnostic services, obtain confirmation that they agree to the re-use of the sample for research and that it is lawful, including consideration of owner consent

✔ If material is from owned animals overseas, explain why the samples could not be obtained from the UK

✔ If the sample is from a stray, feral, or wild animal that was treated as a patient, confirm why equivalent samples could not be obtained from owned animals, and describe how the work will benefit the relevant species or animal population, other species or the environment

✔ For post mortem materials, obtain written assurance or documentary evidence from
a registered/fully qualified vet, or appropriate representative from the practice/clinic/service, which shows that the animal was euthanised for its own well-being or due to population health issues

✔ For samples obtained from animals overseas, obtain assurance from a fully qualified vet, or registered veterinary practice/clinic/diagnostic service, that the method of sampling or killing was humane given the situation and species, and was carried out by a competent person.

Check the procedure is not regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) 1986 (as these sources are covered in Collaborative or Commissioned/Outsourced Laboratory Work using Animals). The Research Governance team can advise if you are unsure.

11. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15





Zoo/Aquarium/Sanctuary/Wildlife Park

This section applies when material is sourced from captive animals in a zoo, aquarium, wildlife sanctuary, animal shelter, private collection of live animals or managed wildlife park. This may include animals that died naturally, were euthanised for health or management reasons, or samples were collected during veterinary care.

✔ Check that the facility is registered with an appropriate membership association, where relevant, (e.g., the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA), or equivalent membership bodies which themselves have World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) membership)

✔ For UK charities, the facility must be registered with the Charity Commission

✔ You must check:

· For post mortem samples, the animal was not killed just for research purposes (as this will require robust justification and full [recipient organisation] Research Ethics Committee (REC) review before approval)
· If sampling from living animals is to be carried out by [recipient organisation] staff, checks must be made as to the lawfulness of the sampling and the individual's competency relevant to the species. All documentation relevant to the sampling (including permits, licences, permissions, etc.) must be evidenced.
✔ Seek confirmation of:

· How and why the animal was euthanised or died, if applicable, and adherence to any relevant policy or Code of Practice, e.g., BIAZA Euthanasia Policy
· The method of taking samples from living animals (including restraint technique, where applicable) to assess that it was humane for the species (which may require seeking advice from a registered/fully qualified veterinary surgeon at the source organisation to confirm the method was humane)
· Consent from the animal owner

✔ Ask for written assurance from a named person at the supplier organisation, or obtain other documented evidence, that:
· The sampling was lawful
· The person taking the sample was competent with regards to the relevant species
· All relevant permits and licences are in place (including import/export authorisations, CITES permits and permissions relating to Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS), including the Nagoya Protocol).
✔ Obtain evidence of:

· Appropriate welfare and husbandry standards for the species (including restraint and transportation, as relevant) and reputability of the source organisation, e.g., from publicly available information, Codes of Practice and policies

Check the procedure is not regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) 1986 (as these sources are covered in Collaborative or Commissioned/Outsourced Laboratory Work using Animals). The Research Governance team can advise if you are unsure.

12. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15


Wild Animals/Fieldwork/Found Dead

This section applies if the animal material comes from wild animals, including animals found in the wild, living wild on wildlife reserves, collected during fieldwork by [recipient organisation] staff or found dead (e.g., on beaches (cetacean strandings), roadsides or in the countryside). It also includes the collection of eggs from wild animals.
Collection of materials from these sources may involve interaction with wild populations and ecosystems, so there are several important legal and ethical considerations.

✔ Obtain written assurance from the source organisation (if relevant), or other documentation,
which support that all relevant permits and licences are in place (including import/export authorisations, sample collection, CITES permits and permissions relating to Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS), including the Nagoya Protocol)

✔ Obtain documentation or assurances to confirm that any fieldwork carried out by [recipient organisation] staff will be in-line with relevant legislation, accepted best practice and any appropriate professional guidelines relevant to the species

✔ For fieldwork carried out by [recipient organisation] staff, obtain the following information: number of animals/specimens collected (or number of animals to be sampled); impact of sampling methods on target and non-target species; any impact of fieldwork activities on habitats, breeding sites and the environment.

✔ Check that for post mortem samples, the animal was not killed just for research purposes (as this will require robust justification and full [recipient organisation] Research Ethics Committee (REC) review before approval)

✔ Explain why the samples could not be obtained from the UK

✔ Seek assurance or documented evidence that the methods of live animal capture, restraint, live-sampling or killing, as relevant, were humane (which may require seeking advice from a registered/fully qualified veterinary surgeon to confirm methods as humane and appropriate for the species)


✔ Seek assurance or documented evidence that the methods of live animal capture, restraint, live-sampling or killing, as relevant, was carried out by a competent person with regards to the relevant species

✔ Obtain a description of the sampling (or written assurances if there is a source organisation) which shows it to be lawful

✔ Obtain confirmation that the reason for the killing of an animal was to prevent pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm to the individual animal concerned, or for population control, or for research into conservation or disease control

✔ If found dead, record details (location, date of collection, finder's details). The animal must be examined for signs of shotgun/projectile damage and snare/trap wounds, to determine if the animal was killed deliberately. If deliberately killed, obtain justification for use in research and an understanding of the possible method of killing, by whom and for what purpose. If illegal killing is suspected, the relevant authorities should be notified and the specimen provided to them for examination. Animals found dead and likely to have been owned, must not be collected or sampled without the owner's consent.

✔ If sampling from living animals is to be carried out by [recipient organisation] staff, checks must be made as to the individual's competency relevant to the species. All documentation relevant to the sampling (including permits, licences, permissions, etc.) must be evidenced.

Check the procedure is not regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act (ASPA) 1986 (as these sources are covered in Collaborative or Commissioned/Outsourced Laboratory Work using Animals). The Research Governance team can advise if you are unsure.

13. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15




Archived Primary Materials (Stored Samples for Re-Use)

This section applies if stored or archived animal material that was collected during a previous project, or for a different purpose, is to be taken out of storage and used. This may include tissues, bones, preserved organs or samples stored in a laboratory freezer, biobank or tissue repository, either within [recipient organisation] or obtained from another organisation. The requirements only apply once the material is to be taken out of storage ahead of it being used.

✔ If the material was previously assessed in-line with the Ethical Framework, describe the material and confirm the previous approval, state the new purpose for which it will be used at the [recipient organisation], and confirm that subsequent use is in accordance with existing contractual obligations, permissions and import authorisations

✔ If not previously assessed in-line with the Ethical Framework, an assessment will need to be carried out - check what will be needed for this assessment in the relevant previous section above

✔ If the origin/provenance of the material is unclear or unknown, consider whether an alternative source of material could be used instead. If an alternative is not appropriate, contact the Research Governance team who will carry out an ethical and legal/reputational risk assessment.

✔ Use any material required for the new purpose which is already in storage, before seeking to obtain more

✔ For historically sourced material where collection or the collection method would not now be permitted, or which was originally acquired illegally but has been subsequently provided under appropriate authority for use: confirm any change in legal status of the material; detail the authoriser and permissions, as relevant; list any conditions and restrictions on use; and justify why less ethically sensitive materials cannot be used

✔ For samples from national/international tissue repositories or biobanks, confirm that the repository/biobank's policies provide assurance that methods of live-sampling or killing have been humane, e.g., an ethical review relating to sampling from the animal has been carried out by an ethics committee, or that samples were received from licensable/regulated practices with an inherent ethical review step

✔ Contact the [recipient organisation’s] Research Governance team for advice if any material could be considered ethically or legally controversial. Research Governance will carry out an ethical assessment and consider undesirable drivers in the supply chain; reputational risk; and risks to the welfare of existing populations of the relevant species (to prevent new collection activity)
14. Can you confirm that these requirements have been met?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 15
[image: ] No	Skip to question 15


Final Steps - Any Additional Information?

15. Would you like the Research Governance team to contact you?

Mark only one oval.

[image: ] Yes	Skip to question 16
[image: ] No	Skip to section 17 (Thank you!)



Who should Research Governance contact for any follow-up activity?

16. What would you like help with?


Skip to section 17 (Thank you!)


17. Thank you!

Thank you for completing the Animal Material Ethics Check.

Please note:
· If your work involves sentient animals, approval must be in place before samples are brought on site.
· Samples taken from non-sentient animals or secondary materials (for example, extracted DNA or cell lines) do not require an ethical assessment. However, they must still be used in accordance with relevant contractual obligations and import authorisations.
· Research Governance approval is required before bringing any non-human samples on site, as other regulatory requirements (for example, Access and Benefit Sharing or wildlife regulations) may still apply.

If you need any additional advice or support, the Research Governance team is here to help. 
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