
 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

14 October 2014 

UK Research Integrity Office welcomes new Chair 

The UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO) has appointed Professor Bernard Silverman FRS FAcSS as its new 

Chair.  

Bernard Silverman is the Home Office Chief Scientific Adviser and a highly cited researcher whose published 

work is centred on computational statistics. His work has ranged widely across theoretical and practical 

aspects of statistics, and Silverman has collaborated with researchers in many areas of medicine, social 

science, and the life and physical sciences. He has held senior academic posts at Bath, Bristol and Oxford, 

and has spent a substantial amount of time as a visitor at Stanford and various other universities in the USA 

and worldwide. 

He is a Fellow of the Royal Society and of the Academy of Social Sciences, a Past President of the Royal 

Statistical Society, and has served as Chair of the UK Mathematics Trust and the Joint Mathematical Council 

of the United Kingdom. He is a member of the Council of the Arts and Humanities Research Council and of 

the Emerging Technologies and Industries Steering Group of the Technology Strategy Board, and has been a 

chair or member of numerous Royal Society and senior University Committees.   

Professor Silverman succeeds UKRIO’s founding Chair, Professor Sir Ian Kennedy. 

Professor Silverman said: ‘The mission of UKRIO is both to support research institutions in sustaining an 

excellent research environment and to think more widely, across all disciplines, about important ethical 

issues underpinning the practice of research. My own experience, both in academia and in government, has 

brought home to me the public and scientific necessity of maintaining and promoting the highest professional 

standards. 

The ethics of good research, essential to maintain public confidence and scientific integrity, cover both the 

conduct of the research itself - for example good design, careful use of evidence, and the proper collection 

and analysis of data - and the broader behaviour of individuals and institutions - such as the proper 

attribution of credit, provision of an appropriately supportive environment, and good training and handling of 

lapses and grievances. 



 

We are seeing paradigm shifts in the ways that research is conducted and disseminated and these make it all 

the more important that we should pay proper attention to our professional ethos in a rapidly changing 

context. 

By subscribing to UKRIO, member institutions demonstrate their commitment to sound research and to 

high standards of integrity. But, more than that, our ethical standards have a key role in maintaining and 

enhancing the UK’s role as a world leader in research. I am honoured and delighted to take on the role of 

chair of UKRIO at this exciting and challenging time.’ 

 

 

-   ENDS   - 

Notes for Editors 

1. The UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO) is an independent charity, offering support to the public, researchers 

and organisations to further good practice in academic, scientific and medical research. We promote integrity 

and high ethical standards in research, as well as robust and fair methods to address poor practice and 

misconduct. We pursue these aims through our publications on research practice, the support and services we 

provide to organisations, our education and training activities, and by providing expert guidance in response to 

requests for assistance. UKRIO covers all research sectors: higher education, the NHS, private sector 

organisations and charities - wherever the research affects the public good. 

2. For further information please contact the UK Research Integrity Office, Sussex Innovation Centre, Science 

Park Square, Falmer BN1 9SB. Tel: +44 (0) 1273 234 697, email: info@ukrio.org, web: www.ukrio.org . 

3. Bernard Silverman’s current full-time post as Home Office Chief Scientific Adviser has several aspects: the 

provision of independent scientific advice to the Home Secretary and other Home Office ministers and policy 

officials on the whole range of topics relevant to Home Office business; the leadership and management of 

Home Office Science, which includes the Home Office Centre for Applied Science and Technology; Home 

Office Statistics; the Animals in Science Regulation Unit; and teams of social researchers, economists and 

operational researchers supporting Home Office policy and operations in Crime and Policing, Migration and 

Counter-Terrorism; support for and sponsorship of independent scientific advisory committees, including the 

Advisory Committee on the Misuse of Drugs; participation in the cross-government network of Chief 

Scientific Advisers chaired by the Government Chief Scientific Adviser; and international collaboration in 

scientific matters relevant to Home Office business, particularly with the US Department of Homeland 

Security. 

4. His previous work for government has included membership of the GM Science Review Panel, a non-

executive directorship of the Defence Analytical Services Agency, and chairmanship of a review panel for the 

project for the Sustainable Development of Heathrow. He has a substantial and broad record of providing 

statistical consultancy advice in many areas of industry and commerce as well as in financial and legal contexts. 
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