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“Sloppy science is a larger evil 
than research misconduct”

Lex Bouter, WCRI-2015

“…large underestimation of the 
importance of fear”

Brian Martinson, WCRI-2015



Fraudulent vs faulty 





Traditional publishers very often not 
interested in correcting scientific record…



PubPeer and the role of  PPPR



Faulty rather than fraudulent

Key importance of 
‘iconography’ and 
imagery in modern 
scientific ‘story-telling’

Headline trumps 
rigour.



We pay for the brand



“Sloppy science is a larger evil 
than research misconduct”

Lex Bouter, WCRI-2015

“…large underestimation of the 
importance of fear”

Brian Martinson, WCRI-2015



Doing the right thing





- “Technical robustness of lab practices

- Assurance of ethical integrity

- Psychological health and well-being of 

group members.”

Health of  research groups



Health of  research groups



Health of  research groups





Further up the chain…













http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2017/05/02/rules-of-

engagement-seven-lessons-from-communicating-above-and-below-the-line/

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2017/05/02/rules-of-engagement-seven-lessons-from-communicating-above-and-below-the-line/


Summing up

- Faulty rather than fraudulent research

- Health of research groups.

- Drivers for behaviour

- Duty of care of universities. 

- Public engagement (impact) is two-way.


